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1. AS PROMISED, PULLER, DEPENSE DEPARTMENT, ECO, HAS NOW 
FORMALLY CONFIRMED THAT HMG HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE 
NAVAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS REALIGNMENT PROM LONDONDERRY TO 
THURSO. ADDITIONALLY, CONCERNING REPTEL B. HMG HAS TWO 
COMMENTS: (A) THE ECO WOULD PREPER WASHINGTON TO EMPHA- 
SIZE - IN MAKING ANY ANNOUNCEMENT - THE MILITARY AND 
PINANCIAL BACKGROUND TO THE USG DECISION. THEY SUGGEST 
AN OPENING SENTENCE ALONG THE POLLOWING LINES: 

"THE UNITED STATES NAVY HAS FOR SOME TIME BEEN CONSID- 
ERING WAYS OF CONCENTRATING ITS COMMUNICATIONS PACILITIES 
IN THE MOST EPPECTIVE MANNER AND CONSEQUENTLY EPPECTING 
SAVINGS TO THE DEPENSE BUDGET. ACCORDINGLY, POLLOWING 
CONSULTATIONS WITH HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT, THE UNITED 
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FUNCTIONS FROM LONDONDERRY, NORTHERN IRELAND, TO THURSO, 
SCOTLAND..." 

EULLER SAID THAT HMG IS CONCERNED THAT WHATEVER STATEMENT 
IS MADE IT SHOULD NOT LOOK AS IF THE REALIGNMENT WAS 
"COOKED UP" BETWEEN THE US AND THE UK BECAUSE IE IT DOES 
SO THAT WOULD CAUSE DIFEICULTIES EOR NORTHERN IRE- 
LAND MINISTERQ. AS PRESENTLY DRAFTED, THE PROPOSED US 
OPENING STATEMENT COULD GIVE THE INITIAL 

IMPRESSION THAT THE MOVE WAS BEING MADE AT THE SUGGESTION 
OE HMG. 

2. CONCERNINE QUESTION 3, THE BRITISH WOULD PREFER IT IE 
WASHINGTON WOULD LIMIT THE ANSWER TO "NO", AND ONLY USE 
THE REMAINDER OF THE PROPOSED ANSWER "IE PRESSED". THE 
BRITISH FEEL THAT IN THE SECURITY INCIDENT QUOTED, THE 
TOWER AT SLIEVENORRA WAS A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE AWAY 
EROM THE MAIN US EACILITY IN LONDONDERRY, AND IN A VERY 
ISOLATED, RURAL SPOT. THEY THINK THAT TO VOLUNTEER MENTION 
OE THIS INCIDENT WOULD, PERHAPS, GIVE IT UNDUE SIGNIEI- 
CANCE. 

3. CONCERNING QUESTION II, THE BRITISH WOULD PREEER WORD- 
ING WHICH WOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS SUGGESTING THAT THE 
USG HAD FOR SMME REASON "MADE A SNAP DECISION". THEY 
SUGGEST THAT PERHAPS WASHINGTON COULD SAY SOMETHING 
LIKE THE EOLLMWING: 

"THE US NAVY HAS BEEN CONSIDERING EOR SOME TIME 
WHETHER THIS RELOCATION WOULD BE PRACTICABLE. THE CHIEF 
OE NAVAL OPERATIONS APPROVED IT LAST YEAR, SUBJECT TO 
DIPLOMATIC APPROVAL PROM THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. DIPLO- 
MATIC APPROVAL HAS NOW BEEN GIVEN". 

4. THE ECO ASKS EOR WASHINGTON'S REACTION TO THE 
ABOVE ASAP. ALSO, THEY WOULD BE GRATEPUL PORO AS MUCH 
WARNING AS POQSIBLE CONCERNING THE TIMING OF ANY ANNOUNCE- 
MENT. ADDITIONALLY, THEY HAVE INQUIRED WHETHER WASHINGTON 
PROPOSES THAT THE PROPOSED RELEASE WILL BE PUT OUT AS THE 
PORMAL ANNOUNAEMENT OP THE MOVE. 
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